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Variations in the Expression of Neutrophil Surface Fibronectin-epitope
which is Recognized by a Unique Monoclonal Anti-fibronectin Antibody MO

Mariko OKADA*, Asami KAWASAKI** Satoshi NAKASHIRO***, Yasuo HITSUMOTO****

Abstract

Flow cytometric analysis of neutrophil surface fibronectin-epitope from 40 persons using a unique anti-fibronectin
monoclonal antibody MO was performed to examine phenotypic variability among age and sex. Each person was categorized
into one of the four groups, young male, young female, old male or old female. In both sexes, the average expression
of fibronectin epitope is slightly higher in the old group than in the young group but the difference between the
two groups is not statistically significant. In the other hand, the average expression of the epitope is more than
two times higher in females than in males of both age groups and the difference between the male and the female
is statistically significant. These observations suggest that the sexual hormone may be one of the factors which
make the expression of surface fibronectin-epitope variable among donors.
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