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(L) Leading causes of death

(%5 1 B%) Looking at the leading causes of death, there was also a clear
transition from communicable causes to NCDs. Globally, five of the 10 leading
causes in 2000 were communicable and four were NCDs, with road injury
being the only injury cause (Figure). In 2019, seven of the 10 leading causes
were NCDs and the remaining three communicable.

(55 2 B¢7%)  The pace of transition was uneven across regions and income
groups. In 2019, communicable diseases continued to take up seven of the top
10 causes of deaths along with two NCDs and one injury in the African Region
and low-income countries.

(% 3 Bt%)  With communicable diseases being effectively prevented or
treated, and populations surviving to older ages where NCDs become the
predominant risk, NCDs already accounted for nine of the top 10 causes in
2019 in the European Region and the Western Pacific Region, as well as in
upper-middle-income and high-income countries. The only communicable
disease that ranked among the top 10 in these regions or income groups were
lower respiratory infections.

(%% 4 B%)  This distribution of the leading 10 causes of death by broad
cause group at global level remained unchanged from 2019 in 2020 and 2021;
however, COVID-19 emerged as the third and second leading causes,
respectively, claiming 4.1 million and 8.8 million lives globally. In all but two
WHO regions (the African and Western Pacific regions), COVID-19 ranked
among the top five causes of deaths in 2020 and 2021, responsible for the
largest number of deaths in both years in the Region of the Americas, in 2021
in the South-East Asia Region and the second largest number of deaths in
both years in the European and the Eastern Mediterranean regions. In the
African Region, the disease only moved up from 12th to sixth in 2021. While
in the Western Pacific Region it remained out of the top 10, it rose from being
50th in 2020 to 19th in 2021.
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Figure Top 10 causes of death globally in 2000, 2019, 2020 and 2021

NCD = noncommunicable disease
COVID-19 =  coronavirus disease 2019
WHO = World Health Organization
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