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Lexical Borrowing of the Color Terms in Tutuba:
A Comparison between Tutuba and Bislama

Maho NAITO

Abstract

There are more than 100 indigenous vernacular languages on the 83 islands of the Republic of Vanuatu. Most Ni-
Vanuatu, 1.e., the inhabitants of Vanuatu, speak at least one of these languages, including Tutuba, in addition to Bislama.
Bislama, an English-based pidgin-creole, is the national language of Vanuatu. Thus, it also serves as the common
language for the speakers of different indigenous languages. Tutuba is one of the vernaculars spoken by approximately
500 people in Tutuba and is considered to be an endangered language.

The present paper will focus on the color terms in Bislama and Tutuba languages. Tutuba language has only
five color terms, namely blue, red, yellow, white, and black, whereas Bislama has much more color terms even in
comparison with the English language.

In this paper, I will first introduce the differences in the semantic fields of color terms in Bislama and Tutuba
languages. Then, I will show how Bislama color terms, such as brown or pink, which are not present in Tutuba
language, are borrowed into Tutuba sentences. Since there are only some Tutuba sentences that allow this lexical
borrowing, this paper examines the differences between these two categories of sentences.

Finally, the factors behind these lexical borrowing possibilities and the loan regulations in the two languages are
discussed by comparing both languages with respect to grammar. Tutuba sentences are also analyzed with respect
to syntax, morphology, and phonology.
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